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Document No. 67*
[Francisco Cargo,2 deposition made at Havana, Novem-
ber 6, 1589]
(f. 13) ... in the month of May of this year two ships with cargo
bound for Havana from the Canary Islands encountered four
English ships which pursued them until they came very near to this
port, (f. 13, reverse) into which one entered, fleeing from the enemy.
The other was unable to make the harbour and went aground. The
alarm was sounded in this city's fortresses and in defence of this ship
all the soldiers went out to the shore and beach. They were assigned
posts and it fell to Captain Jusepe Trevino's company to go to
where the ship had grounded.
When they arrived there deponent saw that those persons who
had been in the ship had deserted her and gone ashore, running
from the enemy. A number of the enemy had come up in two
pinnaces and boarded and were taking what they found.
The enemy's ships fired their artillery on the said company, that
they might not relieve the ship, and from the pinnaces and the ship
(f. 14) fired their harquebuses and muskets that they might not come
up. Nevertheless they advanced and began to relieve and defend
the ship. More than fifty English were then on board of her, looting.
It being evident that they could not defend the ship from the
land, Lesrnes de Onis jumped into the water (other soldiers following
his example) and boarded, and because Lesmes de Onis was the first
to board the enemy wounded him badly with a musketshot in the
neck and a cut on the head. Everybody thought he was killed but
deponent went to him and helped him up. Wounded as he was,
with the rest of the soldiers he fought the enemy and drove them
from the ship and took the booty away from them, so that they
carried off nothing, but went into their pinnaces and fled from the
great danger and the damage which was being done them. They
went to their ships, which were very near, (f. 14 reverse) and fired
their artillery until the galleys came out. As soon as they saw the
galleys they fled and Lesmes de Onis was very ill from his wounds
... and this is the truth... on the oath he took and he signed it with
his name... Francisco Cargo ...
1 A. de /., 144-2-285 Indiferente General 1254. An information, services of Lesines
deOfia.
'Evidently a soldier in Jusepe de Trevino's company, part of Havana's garrison.